MIT - lIT Make in India Boot Camp in lIT Mandi

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA one of world’s top ranking technological institutions
is joining hand with Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Mandi and IIT Delhi to conduct a 10-day social
innovation boot camp at IIT Mandi. About 50 students of several IITs and engineering colleges across
India, along with students from Australia, ASB Malaysia and MIT USA are participating.

The boot camp, designed as a 24 x 7 ‘live and learn’ training programme in a rural area of Himachal
Pradesh, will train students to understand the social problems of the Himalayan communities. They will
apply their technological skills and innovative minds to come up with viable solutions. The camp
provides an environment conducive for students to hone their design thinking and fabrication abilities as
also to develop innovation and entrepreneurship skills.

The camp is led by Rajesh M. Nair, a visiting scholar at MIT and the Director of the Innovation Centre in
Asia School of Business in Kuala Lumpur and assisted by Dr. Melanie Mala Ghosh of MIT; Dr. Shubhajit
Roy Chowdhury of IIT Mandi, who is also the Coordinator of the Design and Innovation Centre at IIT
Mandi, Prof. P.V. MadhusudanRao, who is also the Coordinator of the Design and Innovation Centre at
T Delhi, Prof V K Damodaran, who is an acclaimed energy expert, social engineer and innovation
promoter and others.

In his inaugural address on 24 June, Professor Timothy Gonsalves, Director, IIT Mandi outlined the
needs of India. He described the pathways to successful innovation. He also shared some experiences of
IIT Mandi, the only IIT in the Himalayas, and other IITs towards changing the technology landscape of
India.

Rajesh Nair stated that this boot camp will accelerate the students' desire to solve problems of our society.
He also added that India has an enormous reserve of untapped cognitive resources. MIT-IIT Make in
India boot camp initiated by TechTop Charitable Trust is a small but firm step towards making India the
go to destination for technology-based solutions through for the problems of society. The month long
boot camp started at [IT Delhi on 18th June will offer opportunities for continuous interactions with the
global student community till July 15.




A couple of guest lectures by the faculty members of [IT Mandi are also planned to let the participants
explore the problems deeply and find out avenues for collaboration. Dr. Shyam Kumar Masakapalli
talked on the biodiversity at the IIT Mandi campus. Dr. SrikantSrinivasan gave a lecture on the
application of 10T on agriculture. A trek to the Griffon peak overviewing the IIT Mandi campus has also
been planned on Sunday, June 25, 2017. All the participants were taken on a trek escorted by Prof.
Timothy Gonsalves, the Director of IT Mandi. The participants were also taken to Naggar (near Manali)
to show them a glimpse of the Kullu art and architectural design of the Naggar castle.

The students were taken to nearby villages Serum, Kamand, Salgi, Nandli and others to interact with the
villagers, get to know of the issues they face and pose technological solutions for them. Interestingly,
they came up with very promising solutions including Solar Herb Dryer, Automated technology for
Himachali Tea Coasters, Tulsi Tea, Canned Mushrooms and others to name a few. They did an extensive
analysis of the potential market and based on their analysis they proposed and developed solutions. It is
hoped that these developments will go a long way and ultimately find their real entry into market and



then into the houses. The Design and Innovation Centre team acknowledges the support of all those
who contributed to the guest lectures, the EWoK team, the Catalyst team for lending their relentless

support to make this boot-camp a success.




